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notion that the interests of the veterinarians are much broader than thus the
treatment of animals and that this broadness is best expressed by describing vete-
rinarians as scientists. So the Veterinary Sciences have been introduced.

It must be however mentioned here that for the veterinarians the animal hus-
bandry subjects such as nutrition, genetics and the others can be considered no
more than an aid to diagnosis in a similar way to that in which the genetics or
nutrition are looked upon at the Faculty of Medicine. Therefore they do not neces-
sarily change or curtail the main activities of the veterinary profession.

Consequently it is easy to see that, whatever the name, the medical part of
the veterinary education and veterinary activities is not only characteristic but

also essential to it, and that any other veterinary function must be viewed in
this light.

As far as the animal production is concerned the work of veterinarians con-
sists of:

1. the prevention of diseases in stock and man
2. the medical care of the extensively producing animal

3. the interpreting and managing of various furms of interactions

(especially the pathological interactions) between the different
species.

Such specialized work enhances the animal production but does not duplicate
the activities of an animal scientist.

The frequent call from various bodies for concentration on animal production
in Africa is well based on the need for proteins as well as on the economic reasons
(for instance Scheper 1978, Clemens 1978). It is also obvious that the veterinari-
ans not only want to be involved in animal production and that they have a proper
training for it, but also that they can contribute greatly to its volume as well as
to its quality, ‘however, it is equally obvious that the way in which they can part-
icipate in the production must be defined and specified. Otherwise the interest in
the animal production turns into unnecessary duplication or may be (and sometimes
is) used as an excuse for not attending to ‘the full scope of the profession.

Thus the Veterinary Sciences by definition, practice and tradition are based
on medical subjects and the veterinarians (like medicos for man) are also attending
to nearly all medico-scientific problems which involve animals. Their preparation
for some scientific areas such as comparative anatomy, physiology, medicine and
epidemiology is unequalled by any other study. With respect to the animal product-
ion, an area attended also by other professionals, the veterinary contributions are
most valuable and even irreplacable, in treatment and preventive medicine.



